
 
 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

TOWN OF CHINCOTEAGUE 
Chincoteague to Assateague Beach Access Committee 

 
November 23, 2011 – 9:00 AM 

 
Town Hall Council Chamber 

 
 

 1. Call to Order 
 
 2. Review of USACE Meeting and Recommendations 

• Meeting minutes 
• USACE permit modification 
• Long Term study 

 
  3. USFWS Planning Team Meeting 

• Revised Alternatives 
 
  Adjourn 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To:  Chincoteague-Assateague Beach Access Committee 
 
From:  Rob Ritter, Town Manager 
  Bill Neville, Planning Director 
 
Date:  November 23, 2011 
 
Subject: US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Recommendations 

 
  
Following the meeting held on October 27, 2011 between the Town of Chincoteague, USACE 
Norfolk District, FWS and NPS representatives to discuss the Town’s request for assistance, 
several recommendations have been provided by USACE staff.  This information is provided to 
the Committee for consideration and a possible recommendation to Town Council requesting 
additional study and assistance.   
 
Recommendation #1 
 

Within the Federal Navigation Channel authority – research the efforts needed to add the 
placement area for dredged material in front of the potential breach area at Toms Cove 
 
Town Action:  Request USACE to modify the existing Navigation Channel Dredging 
Permit by adding the ‘near-shore’ area in front of Assateague Island/Toms Cove 
recreational beach as an alternate placement site.  This will take a few months and will 
require approval from VMRC after advertisement and public hearing.  Any difference in 
cost to use this site must be paid by the local sponsor (the Town) 
 

Recommendation #2 
 

Within the Federal Navigation Channel authority – model the transport of material at the 
proposed new placement area in front of the Assateague Barrier Island versus the current 
placement area in front of Wallops Island.  Additional funding would be necessary to 
allow Dr. King (Engineering Research and Development Center, ERDC) to use the 
models prepared for the Wallops Island Storm Damage Reduction project to assist 
Chincoteague 
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Town Action:  Request USACE to provide a cost and time estimate to prepare the 
required modeling.  Identify funding through USFWS budget for the CCP, State grant 
through NOAA CZM, FEMA Hazard Mitigation grant, Governor’s Office or Congress 

 
Recommendation #3 
 

Within the Regional Sediment Management authority – reach out to other programs 
(RSM) for funding of future modeling, work with USACE Baltimore District to begin 
looking at regional placement of dredged material and modeling efforts for both the north 
end and south end of Assateague Island 
 
Town Action:  Request assistance from Rep. Rigell’s office to coordinate a meeting 
between USACE Norfolk, Baltimore and New York Districts to include the south end of 
Assateague Island into the RSM project.   

 
Recommendation #4 
 

With new Federal authorization and appropriation – complete a 2 to 5 year study, design 
and permit period following the USACE work breakdown schedule for a full beach 
nourishment/storm damage reduction project.  Fund long term project for approximately 
4 miles of shoreline between Swans Cove and the Coast Guard Station. 

 
Town Action:  Develop a strategy that will involve Congressional Review and the direct 
involvement of the Secretary of Interior to resolve issues between federal agencies.   
 
 

The October 27th meeting did not fully explore the solution proposed by the 1-2-3 Common Sense 
Plan which would be for NPS and FWS to continue and enhance their current management 
strategies for maintaining the recreational beach at Toms Cove.  Representative projects in other 
Wildlife Refuge CCP’s have been identified as ‘barrier island restoration’ with approved goals, 
strategies and management objectives that could be considered in the Chincoteague NWR CCP.   
 

Town Action:  Identify contacts in other USFWS Regions and the National Office who 
are willing to work with our Refuge Manager to explore this templates for future 
conservation action. 
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