
Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge
Responding to Hurricane Sandy 

Hurricane Sandy has come and gone, 
but the effects of this historic storm 
will continue to be felt in the Town 
of Chincoteague for some time to 
come. Homes and businesses, along 
with facilities and wildlife habitats on 
Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge 
(Refuge), were significantly impacted 
by damaging winds and water.  Nature 
though is resilient; wildlife on the 
refuge and the Chincoteague ponies 
evolved to survive such harsh weather 
conditions. The people of Chincoteague, 
including refuge and park staffs, are 
also resilient. In the coming weeks 
and months, we will continue to 
clean up debris, repair facilities, and 
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reopen roads and parking areas. This 
recovery work has diverted staff time, 
and has caused an unavoidable slow 
down in development of our Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement and 
Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
(EIS/CCP). The Draft EIS/CCP was 
scheduled for release in December 
2012.  We now expect to have a Draft 
EIS/CCP ready for public release in 
January or February 2013.

Following are answers to other 
questions that you may have regarding 
the refuge’s response to Hurricane 
Sandy:

Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge sustained downed trees during Hurricane Sandy.

What damage occurred on the refuge?
Trees knocked down by strong winds 
fell across many refuge roads and 
trails. One remote restroom was 
destroyed, some shingles were lost, 
the bunkhouse roof was damaged, 
but other refuge buildings were 
spared major damage. Earthen dikes 
surrounding Refuge impoundments 
suffered some erosion but there were 
no major breaches in these dikes.  
There is one ocean breach, just north 
of parking lot 1. All beach parking lots 
were washed over by the storm surge, 
which compromised the clay base and 
shell surface. The asphalt surface 
and shoulders of Beach Road were 
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significantly damaged. The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service will continue to 
work with the National Park Service, 
who administers the recreational beach 
and parking lots, to determine next 
steps for addressing repairs.  

How did the Chincoteague ponies fare?
Surveys by the Chincoteague Volunteer 
Fire Department found all ponies 
accounted for and in good shape.

Is the Refuge open?
As of November 20, nearly all Refuge 
facilities are open for visitation. Trails 
and the Wildlife Loop are open, as is 
the Herbert H. Bateman Educational 
and Administrative Center and the 
Assateague Lighthouse. Beach Road 
is currently open for pedestrian and 
bicycle access only, and therefore there 
is no Over Sand Vehicle (OSV) access at 
this time.

When will Beach Road and the beach 
parking lots be repaired?
We are still working with the NPS to 
assess damage and develop strategies 
for repairs. Engineers from the Federal 
Highways Administration, along with 
staff from the National Park Service 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
have been on-site and are working on 
alternatives and cost estimates for 

repairs. Both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and National Park Service 
will apply for funding from existing 
emergency accounts to repair the road 
and parking lots.  

We hope to make temporary repairs 
to Beach Road soon to allow vehicle 
access to the beach and the National 
Park Service Visitor Center. The 
National Park Service will wait until 
March 2013 to initiate major repairs to 
the parking lots due to the likelihood 
of more storms impacting them during 
winter months. A small parking area 
will be established for winter use once 
the unusually high tides subside.

How will the storm affect the alternatives 
presented in the Draft EIS/CCP?
We are not making any changes to 
the three Draft Alternatives outlined 
in the August 2012 CCP Newsletter. 
The impacts of Hurricane Sandy, while 
unprecedented in the last 50 years, 
were not totally unanticipated by those 
preparing the document. The primary 
reason for delaying the public release 
of the Draft EIS/CCP is the diversion 
of staff time required to deal with the 
aftermath of the storm. We also want 
to ensure that the actual effects of 
Hurricane Sandy are incorporated into 
the document where appropriate.  

We know that Hurricane Sandy deeply 
affected many citizens, business 
owners, and visitors of the Town of 
Chincoteague and Accomack County.  
Refuge staff and their families are 
affected as well. We sympathize with 
those who suffered major losses, and 
have confidence that we will rebound 
as we have in the past. We will continue 
to work with all refuge stakeholders 
toward a common vision of a vibrant 
and sustainable National Wildlife 
Refuge that adds to the quality of 
life for all residents and visitors to 
Chincoteague and Accomack County.

Parking lot 3 at Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge on Monday afternoon, 10/29/12.


